




Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes. Over it broods the 
spell of a curse that has withered its fields and fettered 
ƛǘǎ ŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎΦέ    Innocents Abroad 1869



For 2000 
years Israel is 
just a Bible 
story

Created a problem for the  

understanding specific prophecies 

that talked about a future with 

Israel restored.  



Israel Returns  

Then theLORDyour God will restore your fortunesand have 
compassionon you and gatheryou again from all the nations 
where He scatteredyou.
4 Even if you have been banished to the most 
distant land under the heavens,from there 
the LORDyour God will gatheryou and bring you 
back.5 He will bringyou to the land that 
belonged to your ancestors, and you will take 
possession of it. He will make you more 
prosperous and numerousthan your ancestors.
6TheLORDyour God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts 
of your descendants,so that you may loveHim with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and live.

Deuteronomy 30:3-6 (NIV)



Israel 
and the Church; 
a new paradigm

What does this mean for the Church?

(pew study) 



5 Reasons the 
Church should 

care about Israel 



#1 Our Bible is a Jewish book  

Å¢ƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪέ ŀǎ 
they have faithfully preserved God's word for thousands of 
years. 

ÅThe scriptures we call the Old Testament are known to the 
WŜǿǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƴŀƪƘέΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
parts.  T for Torah, the Teaching of Moses, the first five 
books. N for Nevi'im, the Books of the Prophets. Khfor
Ketuvim, for the Writings, which include the Psalms and 
Proverbs.

ÅThe New testament or the Brit Chadashah(New Covenant) 
is also written by primarily Jewish writers (Luke)  and gives 
testimony to the life and ministry of  Yeshua- Jesus. 



άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
whether a church holds to 
the literal interpretation of 
scripture, find out where it 
stands on Israel . Many 
churches have lost the 
connection between Israel 
and the church, divorcing it 
ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ Φέ

Dr. Jim Showers FOI



άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
we've forgotten where we 
came from.  Everything that 
defines our relationship 
with God comes from the 
WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

Jürgen Buhler ICEJ President



#2 The church has 
not replaced Israel 

Synagoga(synagogue) 
andEcclesia(church) above 
the portico of the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame de Paris (c. 1240).

Synagogais blindfolded by a 
serpent wrapped around her 
eyes, her crown is at her feet, 
and the tablets of the law are 
about to slip from her hand.



Replacement 
Theology 

(supersessionism)

Teaches that the Church has 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ

Adherents of Replacement 
Theology believe the Jews are 
ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
and God does not have specific 
future plans for the Nation of 
Israel. 



Replacement Theology

ÅReplacement theology teaches that 
the many promises made to Israel in 
the Bible are fulfilled in the Church. 

ÅThe prophecies in Scripture 
concerning the blessing and 
restoration of Israel to the Promised 
Land are spiritualized or allegorized 
ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
the Church. 


